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1. Please arrive 15 minutes earlier than start time of the exam. This is so that you can listen to some Spanish with the transcript in front of you to allow your ear to adjust. We have done this in previous years and candidates have found it useful.
2. The exercises:
a. Questions 1 & 2 Listening –  20 minutes (10-15 marks) 
There are two listening questions. In the first you will have to decide whether some statements are true or false. If they are false, you will have to correct the statement in Spanish. Write a short answer if you have to correct a statement. Don’t just write whatever you hear – it’s likely to be incorrect. The second question is normally a grammatical exercise testing common points that we have studied. Remember that when we use –ing in English, we use the infinitive in Spanish. 
b. Question 3 - Reading – 40 minutes (24 marks)
You will have 2 or 3 texts to read and answer questions on. The first exercise (question 3a) requires you to tick the correct statements. Read carefully for synonyms as well as unusual negatives (tampoco, apenas, nunca, jamas). Do not use crosses and ticks – just ticks for the correct statements.
Question 3b is 4 or 5 short questions about a text in Spanish. It may be the same text from exercise 3a. You must answer the questions in your own words. There’s no need for long answers – short sentences will do. You may use vocab from the text, but don’t take chunks of language out of the text in your answers.
Question 3c is a gapfill exercise that is worth 15 marks. It is based on one of the texts you will be given for the previous exercises. Golden Rules for this activity:
· Look carefully at the sentence around the missing word – it will tell you whether you are looking for a noun, verb or adjective.
· Only use each word once.
· Make sure the word you have chosen agrees if it’s an adjective/noun
· Don’t be overwhelmed at the number of gaps or size of the text – take each sentence alone.
· Cross each word off as you go along.
· If it helps, you can write the English translations of the words next to them to help keep context.
c. Question 4 - Grammar – 15 minutes (10 marks)
This question is a gapfill grammar exercise. You will be given 3 options for each question, and this is very similar to 3b. The most common questions involve ser/estar, por/para, preterite/imperfect, gustar and subjunctive/indicative.
d. Question 5 - Translation – 30 minutes (16 marks)
You will be given 5 passages to translate into English from the texts that you read for question 3. You should read the paragraph that the phrase comes from if you’re having difficulty with the context. Golden Rules:
· DO NOT translate word for word – these phrases are selected to stretch candidates who can look at the whole phrase and translate the meaning, not the individual words.
· If there is vocab that you don’t know, make an educated guess at the meaning – is it a noun, a verb or an adjective? Does it resemble anything in English? Is it plural?
· Look out for phrases to trip you up – llegar a ser (to become),  volver a (to be again) etc
e. Writing – 45 minutes (35 marks)
You will have a choice of questions but you only need to answer one. You must write a minimum of 200 words. 
Plan your essay – it will take about 2 minutes and can be done anywhere on the sheet. Cross it out when you have finished writing the essay.
Explore other ideas – the essay is an opportunity to introduce related ideas and new vocabulary – as long as you have answered the question!
Make sure you answer the question given, focus on using a wide variety of vocabulary, with good structures that make your work ‘flow’ nicely. Accuracy is also important so make sure that you leave enough time to check through your work at the end. Use your imagination & make sure you address the task. Check verbs- tense & person + endings, check adjectival agreements and remember you want to try to include a variety of structures and tenses eg:
· en cuanto a; en lo que concierne a
· Impersonal ‘se’ phrases, e.g.  se dice que, se puede, se debería
· Adverbs : probablemente
· Negative, e.g. ningún, nadie, nunca
· Seguir + gerundio
· Advanced opinions: A mi modo de ver, no cabe duda de que

· Check spellings and remember you are in control – it’s your opportunity to shine and show the progress you’ve made since GCSE– if you know something is incorrect –do not use it!



	

WHAT CAN I DO TO REVISE?

· Revise key vocabulary from the topics covered throughout the year (see below) but it is also a good idea to look over GCSE vocabulary too.
· Look through previous Listening, Reading and Writing practice, especially past papers.
· Revise verbs, tenses and grammar points covered this year (see list below)
· Use useful revision sites such as asisehace.net etc (look at the list given to you previously)

TOPICS:
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· 


· Healthy Living & Lifestyle (including Sport & Exercise, Health & Wellbeing and Holidays)
· Popular Culture (including Cinema, Music and Fashion Trends)
· Media (including Television, Advertising and Communication Technology)

GRAMMAR
· 
· Nouns
· Quantifiers/Intensifiers
· Adjectives
· Comparisons
· Possessives
· Adverbs
· Pronouns
· Prepositions (personal a, por and para)
· Conjunctions
· Negatives
· Continuous tenses and gerunds
· Subjunctive mood
· ‘Ser’ and ‘Estar’
· ‘Por’ and ‘Para’
· Verbs – regular, irregular, reflexives, radical changing (in all  tenses), preterite, perfect, future, conditional, imperfect, pluperfect and future perfect



FINALLY, “BUENA SUERTE” 
&
 JUST DO YOUR BEST!
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